
Scenario 1 - Current practice and castration

Score sheet Name of scorer: Expert 4 Comments

1st round 
score

90% certain 
lower bound 

90% certain 
upper bound

2nd round 
score

90% certain 
lower 
bound 

90% certain 
upper bound 

1

Provision and access to food. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
appropriate foodstuffs for health and wellbeing.

70 60 80 70 60 80 In general within this extensive production system the lambs will have access to good quality nutrition. However, there could be issues at certain times of the year and 
production environments and especially thinking about the ewes. For the offspring there could be challenges associated with milk quantity and quality, including 
colostrum.

2

Provision and access to water. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
water for health and wellbeing.

70 60 80 80 70 90 The importance of a suitable water supply is generally well recognised in sheep husbandry and these needs will generally be well met. During the indoor lambing phase 
there could be issues with supply and access for some animals. There could be issues with water quality in certain circumstances. 

3 Animals should have comfort when resting.
70 50 80 70 50 80 Given the largely extensive nature of sheep production, animals will generally have sufficient space outdoors for a good degree of comfort. There could be issues during 

indoor lambing periods for ewes. 

4
Animals should have thermal comfort being neither 
too hot nor too cold.

50 40 70 60 50 80 For lambs there can be challenges associated with hypothermia. There can also be issues for adult animals associated with weather variables. 

5 Animals should have sufficient space to move freely. 70 60 90 80 70 90 During the outdoor phases of sheep production animals will have good space availability. For those animals managed in indoor lambing facilities there can be issues 
associated with stock density. 

6

Animals should be free from injuries and disorders 
(e.g. skin conditions, lameness, bone fractures etc.).

60 50 70 60 50 70 Lameness is an issue with sheep production. There is also scope for injuries arising from the environment in which they are managed. 

7

Animals should be free from disease, including 
metabolic conditions, with high standards of health 
care and hygiene.

60 50 70 50 40 60 Lambs can suffer a range of early life diseases (e.g. joint ill). They can also be severely affected by gastrointestinal and other parasites. Adult ewes can suffer a range of 
diseases, including mastitis. 

8

Animals should not suffer pain - for example as a 
result of poor management, handling, surgical or 
other procedures, slaughter etc.

50 40 60 40 30 60 Males lambs will suffer pain from castration. Both sexes will also suffer early life pain from tail docking which is a widespread practice. This is likely to be relatively short 
lived. More widely, for adult animals there is scope for pain associated with husbandry procedures including shearing. Poor management could also exacerbate pain for 
ewes at lambing. 

9

Animals should be able to express normal, non-
harmful social behaviours (such as grooming and 
social bonding).

70 60 80 70 60 80 Within sheep production systems lambs and adult animals should have the ability to express a range of social behaviour, including relating to maternal care and play 
behaviour in offspring. 

10
Animals should be able to express other normal 
behaviours (e.g. foraging, exploring).

70 60 80 70 60 80 Depending on the system, sheep will often have good opportunities for a degree of exploratory and choice in foraging behaviour. The extent of this will vary between 
production systems. 

11
Animals should be handled well with positive and 
not negative animal-human relationships.

60 40 70 50 30 60 There is scope for large variation in this aspect depending on stock person attitudes. As a prey species there is likely to be aversion to handling, including the use of dogs 
for herding. 

12

Additional aspects not already adequately covered 
above in relation to the balance between positive 
and negative affective states for animals.

70 60 80 70 60 80 Given the more extensive nature of sheep production compared with other sectors, there is likely more scope for animals to experience positive affective states including 
associated with play behaviour. 

Scenario 2 - Castration with pain relief
Score sheet Name of scorer: Expert 4 Comments

1st round 
score

90% certain 
lower bound 

90% certain 
upper bound

2nd round 
score

90% certain 
lower 
bound 

90% certain 
upper bound 

1

Provision and access to food. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
appropriate foodstuffs for health and wellbeing.

70 60 80 75 65 85 In general within this extensive production system the lambs will have access to good quality nutrition. However, there could be issues at certain times of the year and 
production environments and especially thinking about the ewes. For the offspring there could be challenges associated with milk quantity and quality, including 
colostrum. 

2

Provision and access to water. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
water for health and wellbeing.

70 60 80 80 70 90 The importance of a suitable water supply is generally well recognised in sheep husbandry and these needs will generally be well met. During the indoor lambing phase 
there could be issues with supply and access for some animals. There could be issues with water quality in certain circumstances.

3 Animals should have comfort when resting.
70 50 80 75 55 85 Given the largely extensive nature of sheep production, animals will generally have sufficient space outdoors for a good degree of comfort. There could be issues during 

indoor lambing periods for ewes.

4
Animals should have thermal comfort being neither 
too hot nor too cold.

50 40 70 65 55 80 For lambs there can be challenges associated with hypothermia. There can also be issues for adult animals associated with weather variables.

5 Animals should have sufficient space to move freely. 70 60 90 80 70 90 During the outdoor phases of sheep production animals will have good space availability. For those animals managed in indoor lambing facilities there can be issues 
associated with stock density.

6

Animals should be free from injuries and disorders 
(e.g. skin conditions, lameness, bone fractures etc.).

60 50 70 60 50 70 Lameness is an issue with sheep production. There is also scope for injuries arising from the environment in which they are managed.

7

Animals should be free from disease, including 
metabolic conditions, with high standards of health 
care and hygiene.

60 50 70 50 40 60 Lambs can suffer a range of early life diseases (e.g. joint ill). They can also be severely affected by gastrointestinal and other parasites. Adult ewes can suffer a range of 
diseases, including mastitis.

8

Animals should not suffer pain - for example as a 
result of poor management, handling, surgical or 
other procedures, slaughter etc.

60 50 70 45 35 60 For males lambs, pain associated with castration will be reduced. However, both sexes will also suffer early life pain from tail docking which is a widespread practice. 
This is likely to be relatively short lived. More widely, for adult animals there is scope for pain associated with husbandry procedures including shearing. Poor 
management could also exacerbate pain for ewes at lambing.

9

Animals should be able to express normal, non-
harmful social behaviours (such as grooming and 
social bonding).

70 60 80 71 60 80 Within sheep production systems lambs and adult animals should have the ability to express a range of social behaviour, including relating to maternal care and play 
behaviour in offspring.

10
Animals should be able to express other normal 
behaviours (e.g. foraging, exploring).

70 60 80 71 60 80 Depending on the system, sheep will often have good opportunities for a degree of exploratory and choice in foraging behaviour. The extent of this will vary between 
production systems.

11
Animals should be handled well with positive and 
not negative animal-human relationships.

60 40 70 48 30 60 There is scope for large variation in this aspect depending on stock person attitudes. As a prey species there is likely to be aversion to handling, including the use of dogs 
for herding.

12

Additional aspects not already adequately covered 
above in relation to the balance between positive 
and negative affective states for animals.

70 60 80 70 60 80 Given the more extensive nature of sheep production compared with other sectors, there is likely more scope for animals to experience positive affective states including 
associated with play behaviour.

Scenario 3 - No castration
Score sheet Name of scorer: Expert 4 Comments

1st round 
score

90% certain 
lower bound 

90% certain 
upper bound

2nd round 
score

90% certain 
lower 
bound 

90% certain 
upper bound 

1

Provision and access to food. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
appropriate foodstuffs for health and wellbeing.

70 60 80 75 65 85 In general within this extensive production system the lambs will have access to good quality nutrition. However, there could be issues at certain times of the year and 
production environments and especially thinking about the ewes. For the offspring there could be challenges associated with milk quantity and quality, including 
colostrum.

2

Provision and access to water. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
water for health and wellbeing.

70 60 80 80 70 90 The importance of a suitable water supply is generally well recognised in sheep husbandry and these needs will generally be well met. During the indoor lambing phase 
there could be issues with supply and access for some animals. There could be issues with water quality in certain circumstances.

3 Animals should have comfort when resting.
70 50 80 75 65 85 Given the largely extensive nature of sheep production, animals will generally have sufficient space outdoors for a good degree of comfort. There could be issues during 

indoor lambing periods for ewes.

4
Animals should have thermal comfort being neither 
too hot nor too cold.

50 40 70 65 55 80 For lambs there can be challenges associated with hypothermia. There can also be issues for adult animals associated with weather variables.

5 Animals should have sufficient space to move freely. 70 60 90 80 70 90 During the outdoor phases of sheep production animals will have good space availability. For those animals managed in indoor lambing facilities there can be issues 
associated with stock density.

6

Animals should be free from injuries and disorders 
(e.g. skin conditions, lameness, bone fractures etc.).

60 50 70 55 45 65 Lameness is an issue with sheep production. There is also scope for injuries arising from the environment in which they are managed. With a lack of castration, there is 
also scope for injuries associated with male aggression. 

7

Animals should be free from disease, including 
metabolic conditions, with high standards of health 
care and hygiene.

60 50 70 50 40 60 Lambs can suffer a range of early life diseases (e.g. joint ill). They can also be severely affected by gastrointestinal and other parasites. Adult ewes can suffer a range of 
diseases, including mastitis.

8

Animals should not suffer pain - for example as a 
result of poor management, handling, surgical or 
other procedures, slaughter etc.

70 60 80 60 50 70 In this scenario male lambs will not experience pain associated with castration. However, both sexes will experience early life pain from tail docking which is a 
widespread practice. This is likely to be relatively short lived. More widely, for adult animals there is scope for pain associated with husbandry procedures including 
shearing. Poor management could also exacerbate pain for ewes at lambing.

9

Animals should be able to express normal, non-
harmful social behaviours (such as grooming and 
social bonding).

60 50 70 65 55 75 Within sheep production systems lambs and adult animals should have the ability to express a range of social behaviour, including relating to maternal care and play 
behaviour in offspring. With a lack of castration there could be challenges associated with harmful social behaviour and aggression in males. 

10
Animals should be able to express other normal 
behaviours (e.g. foraging, exploring).

70 60 80 72 60 80 Depending on the system, sheep will often have good opportunities for a degree of exploratory and choice in foraging behaviour. The extent of this will vary between 
production systems.

11
Animals should be handled well with positive and 
not negative animal-human relationships.

60 40 70 50 30 60 There is scope for large variation in this aspect depending on stock person attitudes. As a prey species there is likely to be aversion to handling, including the use of dogs 
for herding.

12

Additional aspects not already adequately covered 
above in relation to the balance between positive 
and negative affective states for animals.

70 60 80 70 60 80 Given the more extensive nature of sheep production compared with other sectors, there is likely more scope for animals to experience positive affective states including 
associated with play behaviour.

Good 
housing 

Good health

Appropriate 
behaviour

Good health

Appropriate 
behaviour

Welfare 
principles

Welfare
criteria 

Good 
feeding

Appropriate 
behaviour

Welfare 
principles

Welfare
criteria 

Good 
feeding

Good 
housing 

Good health

Welfare 
principles

Welfare
criteria 

Good 
feeding

Good 
housing 


